


We make 
them better,
healthier, 
smarter 
and more 
sustainable

Tomorrow’s 
food,
health, 
materials
and smart 
services



Borders. You can explore and shift them, 
respect or push them. Brightlands prefers 
to cross them. Brightlanders are working on 
solutions for tomorrow’s world that lead to 
opportunities, for a Limburg without borders. 

The four Brightlands campuses bring together 
scientists, entrepreneurs, and students working
on international breakthroughs in health, nutrition, 
materials, smart services, and combinations of 
these. They do it all with a view to social and 
commercial value.

Knowledge 
crossing
borders
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“We reduce the 
petrochemical 
industry's dependence 
on fossil fuels”

Michael Boot
CEO of Vertoro B.V.

Smart materials

“Lignin is an important side stream in the pulp and cellulose-
ethanol biorefinery industry which burns the material to 
generate process heat and electricity. We want to improve 
the quality of this process by launching a completely new 
biomass product on the market: crude lignin oil (CLO). 
Like its fossil equivalent, CLO can be used as a liquid raw 
material for the petrochemical industry. In 2019, we 
will start scaling up production at the Brightlands Chemelot 
Campus pilot plant to one barrel a day. Vertoro is a spin-off 
of two projects initiated at InSciTe, a public-private institute. 
DSM, TU Eindhoven, Maastricht University and Brightlands 
Chemelot Campus are the founders.”

6 Brightlands 7Brightlands

“Our technology 
is intended for 
patients, but also 
for spin-offs”

Pamela Habibovič
Researcher/department head at MERLN

Regenerative medicine:  
inorganic biomaterials

“I’m a chemical engineer and develop smart synthetic 
materials that can repair damaged tissues such as bone 
and cartilage. One thing I always ask myself is ‘How can I do 
this without it becoming too expensive?’ After all, our ultimate 
goal is to help as many patients as we can. Our field is 
incredibly multi-disciplinary: biologists, engineers, chemists 
and mathematicians, each of whom is at the top of their field 
at Maastricht University, Maastricht UMC+, Technical
University Eindhoven, DSM and Brightlands Maastricht 
Health Campus, and all contribute to helping people live 
longer, vital lives, responsibly.”



The power of
the community

Pioneering 
innovations

Attractive environment 
for talent 

Economic heart
of Europe

Brightlands is a vibrant international community of over 24,000 
driven talents working for startups, SMEs, multinationals and 
research institutes. In this open environment, scientific knowledge 
cuts right across every boundary and border to result in new 
products, and entrepreneurs’ experiences inspire others to arrive 
at new forms of research and education. This vibrant ecosystem 
has led to the creation of synthetic materials that repair bone 
tissue and blockchain technology that makes the food chain 
more transparent. 

At Brightlands, innovation develops through the combination of
entrepreneurship and science. Knowledge from science leads to
new products at companies and startups, and researchers and
students convert the know-how these companies gain to create
new applications. On four Brightlands campuses, entrepreneurs,
researchers and students work together on groundbreaking
innovations in the fields of food, health, circular chemistry and
materials, data science and smart digital services, stimulated by
close partnerships between government, knowledge institutes
and business.

Brightlands provides a fertile ground for talent to grow, and 
numerous opportunities for scientists, entrepreneurs, students, 
and employees to develop. They derive maximum benefits from 
the expertise, location, shared ambition, outstanding facilities and 
the ecosystem at the campuses. A setting that enables everyone 
to link innovation, development and creativity to determination. 
This is why more and more talent is coming to Brightlands. 

Brightlands is located in the province of Limburg, an area with a
population of over one million, and is also situated right in the
middle of the Eindhoven-Louvain-Aachen technology triangle 
and at the heart of one of Europe’s largest horticultural regions. 
Brightlands is also centrally located between the major seaports 
of Rotterdam and Antwerp and the Rhineland. 40% of European 
chemical production takes place here, accounting for 240,000 jobs.
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The ideal location
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sustainability

health

nutrition

digitalization



Mark Post
CSO MosaMeat

Tissue engineering: cultured beef

“The ‘cultured beef burger’ made global headlines, which 
was a huge thrill for us. We are continuing our work at the 
Brightlands Maastricht Health Campus. The current level of 
meat production can never meet the growing demand.
Besides, it’s too inefficient, too harmful for the environment 
and causes too much animal suffering. This is why we’re now 
perfecting the product (flavor, how it feels in your mouth and 
the juiciness of the product) and we are scaling up production. 
Even just a 1% global market share would make us one of the 
largest companies in the Netherlands, but this isn’t our goal. 
Our business model is to make the technology successful and 
then sell licenses. The meat production problem is one we all 
have to solve. The only way to do this fast and properly is by 
disseminating knowledge.” 

Bart Verlegh
Director of Innoveins

Food: future farming

“Innoveins is an ecosystem where organizations work 
together in clusters at the interface between plants and 
technology. This approach enables them to combine the most 
diverse areas of knowledge already available in the top sectors 
of Agri & Food, Horticulture & Starting Materials, and High-
tech Systems & Materials. Our clusters focus on one or more 
specific innovation issues which always originate from a 
concrete business case. This method means we can actually 
launch these innovations on the market. In addition to 
technological innovations (new products), our clusters also 
work on social innovations (new forms of collaboration). 
The Innoveins ecosystem is located at Brightlands Campus 
Greenport Venlo. Our members based at this location not only 
innovate faster, but also better and less expensively.”

“In 20 years the 
only meat in the 
supermarket will be 
cultured meat”
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“Our ideas lead to 
business. They don’t 
just sit there gathering 
dust”
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Marc Dassen
CEO of Sitech Services

Joining forces to achieve maximum effect 

“Sitech Services helps companies in the processing
industry, chemical industry and energy sector to grow and 
develop. By supporting them with our unique services and 
newest technologies, they can maximize their production 
facilities. We always work closely with our partners in everything 
we do. These people share our passion to excel and want to 
reach their maximum potential, and this is precisely why we 
are so happy we are now part of Brightlands. Working 
intensively with market leaders, startups, knowledge institutes 
and students helps us expand our knowledge and stay on top 
of things.” 

Ton Voncken
Director of Bio Treat Center

Bio-circular economy

“SMEs are very interested in creating even more products 
from biomass. This is only logical given recent social 
developments. Although they see many opportunities in 
the market, they encounter obstacles in the development 
process. Our Bio Treat Center community facilitates these 
entrepreneurs, helping them to make their bio-based business 
a reality. Thanks to enthusiastic partners from the market, 
knowledge institutes and government, we are working on 
alternatives for products that have only been produced from 
fossil-based resources up to now. It stands to reason that we 
want to be based at the right breeding ground to achieve 
these objectives, Brightlands Campus Greenport Venlo. 
This is where we can act as the force that drives, triggers, 
initiates, shares and explores what innovative and creative 
companies committed to the bio-based economy have to 
offer. Entrepreneurs get the chance to really roll up their 
sleeves at our Bio Treat Center laboratory. They learn how 
biomass may be used to create new raw and other 
materials for a more sustainable world.” 

“Joining forces to 
achieve the best 
possible outcome”

“Bio-based business 
for entrepreneurs; 
bio-based knowledge 
for the chain”



researchers

students

investors

entrepreneurs



Access to 
success

Open to 
cooperation 

Growth, renewal, and development - this is the essence of 
what scientists, entrepreneurs, and students are working on 
at Brightlands. Brightlands supports them by building vibrant 
communities focused on chemistry and materials, health, 
nutrition, and smart services. It all starts with access to an 
inspiring environment where the community can meet, work, 
and learn. This also involves providing the key to knowledge and 
networks for startups, SMEs and large corporations, institutes 
and investors, new talent and entrepreneurship. The campuses 
afford them the opportunity to use unique facilities, the R&D 
environment and flexible workplaces. 

State-of-the-art R&D facilities, meeting rooms and work spaces 
are indispensable to Brightlands innovations. Not only can the 
companies and institutes at the campuses profit from these 
various facilities, external partners can also benefit from them. 
Examples include startup work spaces and locations for events. 
When it comes to R&D, Brightlands offers facilities such as the 
world’s strongest MRI scanners, analytical tools and flexible 
cleanrooms, efficient pilot plants, field labs and even a cooking 
and flavor center. There are also facilities for experimenting with 
proton therapy, imaging facilities, a gastrointestinal simulator and 
a lab for data visualization.

Researchers, entrepreneurs and students often seek one another 
out, and Brightlands facilitates these encounters to boost the rapid 
and effective exchange of information and the ability to inspire one 
another. Brightlands also organizes countless events on health, 
nutrition, materials and smart services such as Dutch Food Week, 
Brightlands Rolduc Polymer Conferences, Brightlands Chemelot 
Talent Day, Cultured Meat Conference, Marc Cornelissen 
Brightlands Award and BrightHack. 

20 Brightlands 21Brightlands

World-class
facilities

Knowledge and
talent network
Brightlands provides access to the knowledge network of 
companies and top academic knowledge at universities, 
institutions such as Maastricht University, Maastricht UMC+, 
Technical University Eindhoven, RWTH Aachen University, 
University of Hasselt, Fraunhofer, the Open University and TNO. 
These partnerships have given rise to new public-private institutes 
such as AMIBM, Brightlands Materials Center, BISS, CAROU, 
InSciTe, M4I and MERLN. Educational programs are also offered 
at Zuyd University of Applied Sciences, Fontys University of  
Applied Sciences, HAS University of Applied Sciences and higher 
education institutes at the campuses.



Unprecedented
facilities
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Brightlands Chemelot Campus

Brightlands Maastricht Health Campus

Brightlands Smart Services Campus

Brightlands Campus Greenport Venlo

Human Data Interaction Lab
applied research and education in data visualization,  

interface design and interaction between computers and humans

Cleanrooms, laboratories, 
and production halls 

Pilot plants 
testing and scaling up 

new processes 

Medace
facilities and services for launching 

medical concepts on the market 

Chemelot Innovation and Learning Labs 
innovative study, work and 

research environment 

Brightlands Application & Design Center
facility for industrial processing equipment 

for plastics, such as 3D printers 

Centre for Healthy Eating and Food Innovation (HEFI)
research into the promotion of healthy eating

BrightBox 
expertise center for 
hightech horticulture

Kokkerelli - Kids Unversity for Cooking
learning about healthy nutrition for children

Co-Creation Lab
nutrition research 

facility

Nutritional Concepts Lab 
R&D facility for processing 

fruit and vegetables

MAASTRO Clinic
oncologie

i-Lab 
where the police studies how they can convert data 

(usable information) into intelligence

MKB Data Lab
accelerating digitalization

 for SMEs 

Food Claims Centre Venlo
prove how safe and healthy  

your food is

Compas Agro
advice and research for 

asparagus growers

Enabling Technologies
state-of-the-art

analyse apparatuur
M4I

research on new molecular
(imaging) diagnostics 

Scannexus
imaging produced by the world’s 

leading Ultra High-Field MRI 
scanners (3T, 7T, 9.4T) 

Brightlabs
chemical analysis  
R&D laboratory

MERLN
various research fields in 

regenerative medicine 

Nanolab
experiencing the potential 

of new technologies 



Vibrant
community

24 Brightlands 25Brightlands

Brightlands Chemelot Campus

Brightlands Maastricht Health Campus

Brightlands Smart Services Campus

Brightlands Campus Greenport Venlo

For all four campuses

(Young) Hack4SmartServices
hackathon

Brigthlands Rolduc
Polymer Conferences

Sustainability café
3D printing, biomedical, 

recycling, packaging

Open Brains
your weekly shot of innovation

3 Digitale Dagen 
(‘3 digital days’)

Business community event
Netwerkevent voor campusbedrijven

Brightlands Techruption
partner event with stage gates, 

ideation sessions and matchmaking 

Talent 4 Digital Security
matchmaking between students and companies

Brightlands
Vitality Program

Dutch Food Week

Brightlands
Science Lectures

UMIO Breakfast 
Boosters

Brightlands Chemelot 
Talent Day

Cultured Meat 
Conference

Breakfast Club
meet new people and  

share experiences

Brightlands
Young Professionals
events and activities 
for career starters 

Tomorrow’s Talent
connects entrepreneurs 

to future talent

Doe- en Beleefdag 
(‘hands-on experience day’) 

Maastricht UMC+
open day

Masterclasses 
en Seminars

Agri Food 
InnovationEvent

Open podium community event
network event for companies at the campus 

and partners of Brightlands Techruption

Brightlands 
Technology & Society

The digital era:
Cybersecurity

3D Printing Materials 
Conferences

Brightlands Convention Award 

Next level Conference 
Odyssey Hackathon

Marc Cornelissen
Brightlands Award 

Train4SmartServices 
training program



Pascal Kwakkernaat
CEO of Trapps Wise

Smart Mobility 

“Shippers can save 10 percent on their fuel consumption 
and reduce their CO2 emissions by 15 percent by adjusting 
their navigation speed between locks - a spectacular result. 
First, we used a feasibility study to show that you can 
convert data to real-time navigational advice. Trapps Wise 
developed an app for this that will be used in inland 
navigation in the near future. We will owe so much to the 
ecosystem at Brightlands Smart Services Campus once this 
happens. Even though the idea was ours, the development 
and execution was the result of co-creation. We never could 
have done it alone. In addition to partnering with KPN for 
data security, our algorithm was developed in collaboration 
with Maastricht University, Zuyd University of Applied 
Sciences and Open University. Brightlands supported us 
where they could in the growth and development phase 
every startup goes through.” 

Cristianne Rijcken
Founder and CSO of startup Cristal Therapeutics

Precision medicine

“We develop innovative medicines for cancer patients. 
Our driven team works with experts all over the world. 
This is necessary since not only does innovation demand 
a lot of knowledge, it also requires vast amounts of money. 
Brightlands Maastricht Health Campus also offers an 
excellent environment for funding. Together with other 
investors, 20 million Euros have already been put into the 
preparation and analysis, pre-clinical developments and 
clinical trials for our medicines. Animal testing conducted in 
specialized labs all over the world to study the effectiveness, 
safety and distribution of medicines costs around one million 
Euros per medicine. The first patient study cost a couple 
million Euros, and as the follow-up studies expand, the 
budget will increase.” 

“Both SMEs and 
the environment will
benefit from our 
smart algorithm”

“Dream big, 
work hard and 
simply make
it happen”

26 Brightlands 27Brightlands



28 Brightlands 29Brightlands

“Our mission: 
better food for 
everyone”

Remco Havermans
Head of the Laboratory of Behavioural Gastronomy 
Maastricht University Campus Venlo 

Safe and healthy nutrition 

“Why do we eat what we eat? At the HEFI laboratories at 
Brightlands Campus Greenport Venlo, we study which factors 
influence our taste experience and food choices. These range 
from marketing aspects such as pricing and packaging to 
product properties such as texture and aroma. We also study 
the role personal traits play, such as someone’s sense of smell 
or capacity to learn and their memory. Two PhD students are 
working on our Behavioural Gastronomy research line. 
Anouk Hendriks is studying the origin of the saying, ‘Variety is 
the spice of life.’ Mirjam van den Brink is identifying the effects 
of chemotherapy on taste and appetite in children with cancer. 
This is such important work, and it is helping us gather 
knowledge that can serve as the foundation for new products 
and services that will help us achieve our mission to provide 
better food for everyone.” 

“I am living my 
sustainable dream 
here, as a researcher 
and entrepreneur 

Margareta Merke
Founder of startup Boostani and 
PhD researcher at AMIBM 

Bio-based materials: plastic reduction

“Boostani means sustainability in Swahili. We simplify recycling 
and reduce the amount of plastic used in packaging. Before 
I started my PhD research, I spent a year in Tanzania selling 
solar systems to private individuals. When I returned, I wanted 
to develop more sustainable plastic for packaging. This 
challenge brought me here. AMIBM offered me a PhD position 
which allows me to combine my academic and entrepreneurial 
ambitions. Brightlands Chemelot Campus offers so many 
opportunities for growth, and Brightlands Innovation Factory 
provided me with business support. 
I conducted my first experiments at CHILL, an innovative 
laboratory environment where talents from Zuyd University
of Applied Sciences, VISTA College and Maastricht University 
work together.”



unique ecosystem

open innovation

crossovers

excellent knowledge
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Lively 
startup climate

Rolling hills and 
Brightlands

Investment pays Built to last

Brightlands is the ideal place for anyone with an idea or invention 
that inspires them to become an entrepreneur and achieve these 
dreams. Each year, the number of startups at the campuses grows. 
Startups based both in the Netherlands and abroad come to 
Brightlands to achieve their dreams. They are drawn to the 
campuses by how quickly they are welcomed into the different 
communities and the access they have to a mix of knowledge, 
services, financing and facilities. Many startups participate in 
special incubator programs, and scientists are actively coached 
on how to best valorise their know-how so they can increase the 
value of their inventions in the form of licensing or a startup. 

Brightlands acts as a magnet for ambitious people who make 
their lives and homes in Limburg. For them, Limburg is an 
attractive region with an excellent work-life balance, low housing 
costs, and an international mindset. The province offers plenty
of options for sports enthusiasts (inspired by more than just 
Max Verstappen, Tom Dumoulin and Lieke Martens), recreation 
and leisure (watersports on the Maasplassen, cycling and hiking 
in the rolling hills or great shopping in Maastricht and Roermond), 
and culture (Pinkpop, André Rieu and TEFAF) and of course fine 
dining. The region offers excellent education (including a branch 
of the United World College), the professional population is 
highly educated and fluent in local languages, and several 
international airports are never more than an hour away. 

The growth of the Brightlands ecosystems makes Brightlands 
more appealing than ever for investors. The expansion of the 
campuses, the growth spurt experienced by startups, the trail-
blazing research being done at the Brightlands institutes 
and the attraction of the region all make the investment climate 
extremely favorable for both public and private financing. 
The growth of new economic activity is stimulated by a growing 
network of private investors, Brightlands Venture Partners and 
the regional development organization, LIOF. 

Together with vital economic players DSM and APG, other 
long-term investors in Brightlands include the Province of 
Limburg, Maastricht University, Maastricht UMC+, Zuyd 
University of Applied Sciences and Fontys University of 
Applied Sciences. Renowned knowledge and educational 
institutions such as TU Eindhoven, RWTH Aachen University, 
HAS University of Applied Sciences, Avans University of Applied 
Sciences, Gilde Education and Training, VISTA College, and local 
authorities have also joined this unique and sustainable triple-
helix partnership. Working as a united front, they are committed 
to a strong innovation climate and a flexible and internationally 
accessible employment market tailored to the region.
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Marco Bosma
Senior Vice President Fintech & Innovation, Rabobank 

Smart Services: Self-Sovereign Identity 

“Banks, insurers, health care and educational institutions, 
and governments spend a lot of time validating identity 
information. Since this is work that is prone to errors, solving 
all of the problems that arise as a result is time-consuming. 
Self-Sovereign Identity is an important development. It offers 
a way to store this type of data on your own device and 
efficiently transmit it to the people who need to validate it, 
without the need for a central storage system. It’s a digital 
version of what we are still doing on paper. Within the 
context of the Brightlands Techruption program, we develop 
solutions using artificial intelligence, blockchain, and other 
technologies. At the Brightlands Smart Services Campus, 
we are also co-creating with partners from our own sector 
and beyond.” 

Michel Dumontier
Professor at Maastricht University 

Institute of Data Science

“The ever-increasing availability of all sorts of data makes 
it possible to accelerate scientific discoveries, strengthen 
new companies and help communities spot social inequality 
and injustice and make it a topic of discussion. Our hope is 
that our work at the Institute of Data Science will create a 
scientific, social, legal and technological infrastructure to 
facilitate the transition to the digital society. Our people are 
building innovative resources and creating new international 
norms and standards in order to share data and other digital 
sources responsibly. If we succeed in improving how we 
analyze and share the data we generate daily, we can 
achieve important breakthroughs.” 

“We want to be able 
to validate people’s 
identity without 
Big Brother”

“I hope to realize 
my exciting and 
ambitious dream 
in Maastricht” 



vibrant community

unlimited connections

unprecedented facilities

co-creation



Single 
ecosystem

Four areas
of expertise

Brightlands 
Chemelot Campus
Smart materials and sustainable 
production of chemicals 

Brightlands 
Maastricht Health campus
Regenerative and precision 
medicine, innovative 
diagnostics 

Brightlands 
Campus Greenport Venlo
Safe and healthy nutrition, future 
farming and bio-circular economy

Brightlands
Smart Services Campus
Data science and smart services 

372 companies

13,983 jobs

10,220 students
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Brightlands
Chemelot Campus
Sittard-Geleen
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Brightlands Chemelot Campus is an  
organization which is constantly evolving.  
The campus, together with Chemelot Industrial 
Park, forms one of the largest research and 
industrial sites in Europe. Enjoying national 
status, Brightlands Chemelot Campus is 
aspiring to become the leading technological 
hotspot in the field of high-quality materials, 
chemicals and cell science. We do this by 
bringing together business, (applied) research 
and education in one unique, open and 
innovative ecosystem.  

As such, the campus generates the added 
value which is necessary to address the 
global issues of sustainability and health. 
Existing and new companies (from multi-
nationals to  startups), knowledge-based 
institutes, and training establishments have 
joined forces to form an innovative community 
able to attract national and international 
students, researchers and entrepreneurs in the 
fields of advanced materials (material sciences), 
advanced processes (chemistry, process 
technology) and biomedical (cell science).

• Brightlands Application & Design Center 
• Pilot and mini-plant facilities for testing and  
 scaling up new processes 
• State-of-the-art analytical equipment from  
 Enabling Technologies in cooperation with   
 M4I Imaging Center at the Brightlands   
 Maastricht Health Campus 
• Cleanrooms, laboratories, offices and 
 flexible workspaces for startups

• Aachen Maastricht Institute for Biobased   
 Materials (AMIBM and partners    
 University RWTH Aachen, Fraunhofer and   
 Maastricht University)
• Brightlands Materials Center  
 (BMC, with partner TNO) 
• Brightsite - Transforming industry  
 (Brightlands Chemelot Campus and   
 partners Sitech Services, TNO and  
 Maastricht University)
• Chemelot Innovation and Learning Labs   
 (CHILL)
• Chemelot Institute for Science and  
 Technology (InSciTe and partners 
 Maastricht University, Maastricht UMC+,   
 TU Eindhoven and DSM)
• Maastricht University: 
 - Maastricht Science Programme,  
  Master Biobased Materials
 - Business Engineering 
 - Bachelor programs and Associate  
  programs in Materials
• VISTA College
• Zuyd University of Applied Sciences

Smart materials and sustainable 
production of chemicals 

R&D facilities Knowledge institutes

102 companies

2.771 jobs

1.173 students



Brightlands
Maastricht Health campus
Maastricht
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Regenerative medicine, precision medicine,
innovative diagnostics

120 companies

9.652 jobs

7.397 students

• Scannexus: imaging for the world’s leading 
 Ultra High-Field MRI scanners (3T, 7T, 9.4T)
• Proton therapy: precision treatment for   
 fighting cancer cells 
• State-of-the-art analytical equipment
• Cleanrooms, laboratories and  
 accommodations for  startups 
• Maastricht Instruments
• Medace

• Maastricht UMC+ 
• MERLN: technology-inspired  
 regenerative medicine 
• M4I: multimodal molecular imaging institute 
• MAASTRO Clinic: oncology 
• Maastricht University: Faculty of Health,   
 Medicine and Life Sciences 
 (in connection with Maastricht UMC+) 
• Maastricht University:  
 Faculty of Psychology and Neuroscience
• Maastricht University:  
 Faculty of Science and Engineering 
• Maastricht School of Management 

R&D facilities Knowledge institutes

The health care sector is undergoing an 
impressive transition worldwide. Whereas the 
traditional focus has been on healing, currently 
the emphasis is on a rapid transition to being 
able to predict and prevent certain conditions. 
Sustainability in health is taking center stage, 
fully tailored to individuals who are playing an 
increasingly more important personal role and 
taking responsibility in living a healthy life and 
staying fit which they can do from home, 
with remote care and support. This change 
demands a fundamentally different view of 
medical science and technology, something 
we are working on day and night so we can 

develop faster and more precise diagnoses. 
The transition also includes regenerative 
medicine where we replace tissue or even 
entire organs using 3D printers and other 
technology. We can offer the entire chain of 
fundamental research up to and including the 
clinical application, thanks to the support of 
world-leading imaging and diagnostic facilities. 
The campus organization connects  
knowledge and innovation to creativity and 
entrepreneurship. This leads to business 
cases, financing and products that actually 
get launched on the market. 



Brightlands 
Smart Services Campus
Heerlen
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Data science and smart services

80 companies

900 jobs

450 students

• Human Data Interaction Lab: the place for   
 applied research and education in data   
 visualization, interface design and interaction  
 between computers and humans
• Nanolab: experience the potential of  
 new technologies
• i-Lab: police force discovers ways to convert  
 data (usable information) to intelligence
• MKB Datalab Limburg

Brightlands Techruption helps companies and 
government organizations collaborate with 
knowledge institutes and corporate businesses 
to develop innovative solutions through the 
application of disruptive technologies such  
as MPC, SSI and blockchain.

• Maastricht University
• Open University
• Zuyd University of Applied Sciences
• VISTA college
• LIME Program (Limburg Meet)
• RWTH Aachen University and other 
 institutions in Aachen
• TNO: shared mission for data, research  
 and innovation
• Brightlands Institute for Smart Society (BISS)
• Center for Actionable Research (CAROU)
• CBS: experts in data processing,  
 infrastructure and privacy

R&D facilities

Co-creation and
innovation program

Knowledge institutes

We believe that progress is more than just
technology and aim to strike a balance between 
the economic and social value of digital 
innovations. We do this by putting established 
companies in contact with startups, financiers, 
students and the brightest minds in smart  
services and science, generating applications 
that improve people’s quality of life. Rabobank 
is a great example of this with the develop-
ment of the Self-Sovereign Identity product 
for validating identity data. People can now 
store this data on their own devices for 
efficient transmission of the information to 

those who need to validate it, and without 
the need for a central storage system. Trapps 
Wise is another example with its app developed 
for real-time navigational advice, helping 
shippers save on their fuel consumption and 
reduce their CO2 emissions by adjusting their 
navigation speed between locks. Sounds 
futuristic, doesn’t it? We’re working hard on 
these and other developments, making way 
for the inconceivable. This is what puts 
breakthroughs within reach and facilitates  
applying them responsibly.



Brightlands
Campus Greenport Venlo
Venlo
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Safe and healthy nutrition, future farming,  
and bio-circular economy 

70 companies

660 jobs

1.200 students

• BrightBox: expertise center for hightech   
 horticulture 
• BrightLabs: chemical analysis R&D  
 laboratory 
• BTC lab: laboratory for biomass applications
• Centre for Healthy Eating and Food  
 Innovation: research into the promotion of   
 healthy eating
• Co-Creation Lab: nutrition research facility 
• Compas Agro: advice and research for   
 asparagus growers
• Cultus Crop Research: research on various   
 crops for agriculture and horticulture sectors 
• Food Claims Centre Venlo: prove how safe   
 and healthy your food is
• Kokkerelli - Kids University for Cooking:   
 food education for children 
• Nutritional Concepts Lab: food lab
• Test & Taste Center: taste center for   
 concept and product development
• Urban Ponics: new methods of cultivation

• Maastricht University:  
 Maastricht University Campus Venlo
• HAS University of Applied Sciences 
• Fontys University of Applied Sciences 
• Citaverde College 
• Gilde Education and Training 
• Avans University of Applied Sciences 
• Wageningen University & Research
• Universities of Ghent, Antwerp, Hasselt  
 and Louvain 
• Research Institute for Agriculture,  
 Fisheries and Food (ILVO) 
• PC Fruit - fruit cultivation testing center 
• Research Station for Vegetable Production,  
 Sint-Katelijne-Waver 

R&D facilities Knowledge institutes

Food gives our bodies energy, but its nutritional 
value actually does a lot more than this.  
The right quantity and combination of nutrients 
can improve people’s health and reduce or 
even eliminate the need to take medicine 
entirely. At the campus in Venlo, we work 
with scientists, entrepreneurs, government, 
investors and students to find the possibilities 
for tomorrow’s food. We study the effects 
food has on us, what we need, and the 
choices we should make. We set our sights 

on the future, and look for smarter and 
healthier solutions for cultivation. How can 
we minimize waste? We develop crossover 
activities with other sectors such as logistics 
and manufacturing, but also with the other 
campuses. Our campus is evolving to become 
the ideal place for business, science and 
education to develop and market new  
products, to make safe and healthy nutrition 
available for everyone. 



‘Competition is out; col-
laboration is in'.

“Brightlands boosts 
the growth of 
Limburg and the 
Netherlands as 
a whole”

48 Brightlands 49Brightlands

Theo Bovens, provicial governor 
(King's Commissioner) of Limburg

“Four campuses spread throughout the province under 
one collective name: Brightlands. Each has its own 
specific focus, strengthening the other campuses and 
Limburg as a whole. It’s a place where solutions for the 
future are developed, creating products and services 
that man and society need and want. Young talents 
representing every nationality are trained here, given 
freedom to experiment and inspire one another, and 
build a future in the region, or leave the nest if they so 
choose, to gain experience elsewhere before returning 
again. These campuses boost the growth of Limburg 
and the Netherlands as a whole.” 



Contact

Brightlands 
Chemelot Campus

Brightlands 
Maastricht Health campus

Brightlands
Smart Services Campus

Brightlands
Campus Greenport Venlowww.brightlands.com

Founding partners

Urmonderbaan 22
Center Court (Level 1)
6167 RD Sittard-Geleen
info.chemelot@brightlands.com

Oxfordlaan 70
6229 EV Maastricht
info.maastricht@brightlands.com

Smedestraat 2
6411 CR Heerlen
info.smartservices@brightlands.com

St Jansweg 20
Villa Flora building
5928 RC Venlo
info.greenportvenlo@brightlands.com

Our passion

Each and every day, together with 24,000 entrepreneurs, 
researchers and students we are working to meet the 
challenges that are defining for everyone’s quality of life. 
We do this with passion and knowledge, together with our 
partners, and across borders. 
For you, for the world, for tomorrow. 

Bert Kip 
CEO of Brightlands Chemelot Campus

Jan Cobbenhagen 
CEO of Brightlands Maastricht Health Campus

Astrid Boeijen
CEO of Brightlands Smart Services Campus

Saskia Goetgeluk
CEO of Brightlands Campus Greenport Venlo
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The challenges facing 
our world are the 
challenges Brightlands 
faces head-on: 
sustainability, health, 
digitalization, and nutrition. 
Each and every day.


